350 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10016
http://www.china-un.org

' ; PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
MISSIONTOTHEUNITED NATIONS
il
T Y

Please check against delivery

Statement by Counsellor Daopeng FU of the Chinese Mission

at the Main Session of the Fifth Committee of the 74th session

of the UN General Assembly on Agenda Item 137: Improving
the financial situation of the United N ations

(October 18, 2019, at 10 a.m Conference Room 3)

Mr. Chairman,

The Chinese Delegation wishes to thank Ms. Catherine Pollard, Under-
Secretary-General of the Department of Management Strategy, Policy and
Compliance, (DMSPC), for presenting and updating the information on the
financial situation of the United Nations. We endorse the statement by
Palestine on behalf of the "Group of 77 and China" and would like to add the

following observations:

First, finance serves as the foundation and an important element
underpinning UN governance. Adequate and predictable financial resources
are the material guarantee for the United Nations to implement its mandates
and program activities. China supports the United Nations in maintaining its
budget at an appropriate level and a sound and sustainable UN financial

situation. We support the undertakings of the UN and the work of the
Secretary-General.

Second, payment of the assessed contributions by Member States on



time and in full is the key to solving the current regular budget liquidity
crisis of the UN. 2019 is the first year to apply the new scale of assessments.
The apportionments for China, for both regular budget and peacekeeping
assessments, have increased by big margins, 52% and 49% respectively.
Nevertheless, as a responsible developing country and the second largest
contributor to the regular budget and peacekeeping assessments, China has
paid about 335 million US dollars on time, in full and without conditions.
This year, China has actually paid peacekeeping assessments of 1.135 billion
U.S. dollars. China calls on all Member States, particularly those with the

capacity to pay, to pay their contributions on time, in full and without

conditions.

Third, the Secretariat should effectively enhance overall budget
performance management, strengthen financial discipline and achieve
savings while incfeasing efficiency. China has taken note of the recent
emergency austerity measures taken by the Secretary-General. China
believes that it’s the inherent requirement of UN budget management to

improve overall budget performance, strengthen financial discipline and

achieve savings while increasing efficiency.

In conclusion, China wishes to emphasize that, against the backdrop of
the current regular budget liquidity crisis, the Secretariat should take
effective measures to ensure the implementation of the tasks entrusted to it
by the UN Charter and all the mandates.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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